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The observer of international effeirs who traces the course of
the grest East-West conflict which emerged in the sfterzath of the
second Yor!d War sooner or later finds hirself face ‘o face with the
problem of its underlying ceuses. This is a probler: of much grea~
ter difficulty and complexity than that which arises in explaining
the majority of international conflicts. The existence of g multi-
tuﬁe.ef soverelgn states each pursuing its own national self-inter-
est in & highly inter-dependent world inesca; sbly gives risa to fric-
tion snd conflicts between ststes of varying degrees of sericusnesa.
Howaver, the sources of these conllicts ususlly lie close to the sur-
face of events and are not hard to discern. They sre generated by
objective collisions of nationsl Interests and tend to subside when
and if the particular situstions which csuse them are astisfactorily
resolved. The postwar conflict between Rumsis and the “estern dermo-
cracles has been a conflict of = different order. Another way of
putiing this would be to say that while most internationsl conflicts
arise out of local iassues, the is=:ue here is not one that can be lo-
callzed. Like externsl syeptoms of sn organic disense, the meny
different conflicte vhich have 'roken out on the surfaece of Keste
west relations since the end of the war, rengins fror the deadloci
in negotiation and the cleavages {n the United Mations to the grim
trizls of strength in places like Borlin snd Korea, have besn phe-
norena of & secondary cheracter stem ins from and reflecting a basic
conflict down dees in the sources of events, This underliying basic

conflict snd 1ts couses uill forr the theme of the pages that follow.
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There is a general cbservation which rust first be nade in or-
der to place the »roblenm in its proper perspective. The basic con-
flict hns been essentlally one-sldsd both In its oricin and in its
drivinz force., Surveying the sequence of eve:ts bezining in 194k
and 1915, we see the Soviet govermment acting from the outsst as
though there were an Xast-vest conflict In prospect or in progress,
while -estern diplomney kept ovneratin: for some Lire on the premiaa
thst this wss nnt, or at sny rate need not be, the csge. The ai-
terpta of the ‘‘estern powers to restore independence %o liberated
states and enliast Soviet cooperation in adrintstering occupled ter-
ritories ran up against growing difficultlies. At every key point
of East-vest contsgte-in the negotlations betveen heads of state and
foreian ministers, in the relstions detwesn Soviet end “esltern re-
presentatives in the cspitals of Eastern Turopean countries, in the
dealings betweon the occupation ruthoritles in Jdermany, Austris and
Kores--vestern reprasentatives sncounterad rultiplying signs of So=-
viet sggressiveness and intransligence. Only g eduslly snd reluctant-
1y di¢ the lesders of "sstern policy come to the concluslion that the
Arerlin's nolicics were forcing uron the derocracies a new struzzle
of dendly earnestness and conseguence. Defensive counter-moves mEm
sz were called for and these enpeared In varic.s forrs, such as
the progrsr of s1d for Gresce and Turkey snd, at 8 later date, rear-
marent sné the Atlsntic nact. In Moscow these counter-moves ware
pressnted to the Rissian pudblic =28 evidence of the ¥West's sggressive
intentlions towsrd = peaceful '7.%.%.4, and as Justificetion for the

sscrifices which were derarnded of the Russisn peonle in order to
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build up the Zoviet war machine, However, the 2ot rerains that all
through the oeriod of confliet the Soviet nosturs hss bee: offensive
and the VYestern posture defsnsive. ?hé gource of the basic econilict
lsy in the Esat snd the conflict was joined by the “estern powers be-
cause they hsd no slternstive; 1t was im-osed uron them. Hece we
rust look to Soviet »olicy for an sxplonstion of the origin of the
eold war.

The besic conflict grew out of the aggressive policles followe
ad by the Soviet governrent after the war but it would not be entirs-
1y securaste to aay that these were its root cause. To get at that
we nove to probe into the state ¢of mind of the men who wers respon-
gidle for the decision to follow these »olicisa. The prime mover
of the conflict 48 the mentality of which postwar Soviel foreign po-
licy hes been s projection, ¥e do not knmow at the present time juat
how grest “he Influence of Stalin's individual personallity waa In
thes shaping of postwar Soviet policles, althouth there 1ls reason to
belisve theat hias wes a dorinant role. Let us, at any rate, desipg-
nste the rentality underlyinz the bssic conflict as “Stalinlst,”
leaving aszide the gquestion of the sxtent to vhish it represcnis an
individusl or & collsctlive phenomenon.

The "Stalinist mentelity™ 18 one which s 'pears to hsve very
strong affinities with e cormon varlsty of nesurotic condition known
to nsychology as the “sogressive tyve.” Thls condition hes been a-
nalized in dstail in the works of the late Dr. Keren Horney and st
this point we shall digress briefliy to describe some of 1ts charac-

teristice. It sters, like sll neuroses, fror & "basic snxiety,”
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which Dr. Horney defines ss & feeling of beaing 1solated in & world
concelved =a potentlally hostile.s The eggressive typs responds in
the spirit of a strugsle. Fe seeks safety through being tough snd
strong and through gaining power s:d control over others so that they
will no lonper have the capaeity to hurt him. This involves hir, so
to spesk, in &lgrivata "eold war” against people around him, most of
whor: will not readily subrit to the total donination which is the
only kiﬁ& of relationship with others affordiﬁg hir 8 sense of se-
ourity and satisfaction. In keaping with these trenda, he develons
2 philosophy of life which looks uron the world as the sareng of s
ruthless strugrle of all sgainst ell. This reinforces his tendency
to value stren th above sll elgs ag the moat important equipment for

suaccesaful livinz. In this struggle of all against all, takings the

CPYRG?_FF@:}&&?@ apears to him to be the best defense: ["fo hit back ore~ | CPYRGH

preferably--to hit firat appears to hir f{logicsllyl! as an indispen-

sable wea;on agelinst the crooked and hostile worléd arcund him., It | CPYRGHT

[$s nothing btut intelligent, legitirate self-interest|"sz The atti-

(3PYRG%£QQ of persons of this tvpe toward other necile 1s permeated with
& fundsre €2l snirosity which runs the entires carut from covert dig-
truat to viclent outbursts of vindictive rage. 7The neurotie not
only harbérs this permsnent snimosity toward cothers bdbut, what is

4ually lrportant, assures thst cothers hé@or'tha identicnl feeling

toward him: |"He is convinced that evcrybody at bottom is malevolent

CPYRGHT
# Keren Horney, §93§§sia and Ruraern 3rowth. Yorton. Yew York, 1950,
Da >

we Ibid., e 206,
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knd crooked, that 1t 48 only wisdom to regard sveryone with distruat

until he has been proved oncst. But aven such proof will readily| CPYRGHT

sk® room lor sippicion at the slighteat provocstiond™ It is ime

CPYRGHT
portant ¢o note that all this tends to set in motion & process of

Impaircent of the neurotic's personal relations which Brows worse
and worse in a wvicious circle. In other words, whather or not others
scturlly do regerd him with the hostiliiy which he imputes to ther,
hls own hostility and the uggressive behavior springing from it will
svent :ally tend to turn ther ageinat him in self-defense. 7This, how-
ever,narely reinforges hin in his conviction that they were hostile
toward hir »1l slon~, snd he respon’s with still greater hostlillity
and 2till more sguressive behavior, which tends to arcuse an even
stronger reanction =gainst hir, and 80 on. If we transposs thi# 1) Q-
csss from the sphere of personsl relations to the schere of politiesd
relations, we will heve o d#m fairly faithful representation of the
inner dynsmics of the postuwsr conflict batweer Russia and the -est
w2 until the time of Stalin's desth.

K;turning now to the "Stalinist mentslity,” let us observe se-
veril signiriéant ways in whieh 1t persllels or reflacts a'neurotie
ceondition of the type whic! we have described hers in hishly sime-
~1ified terrs. As regerds tha.neurotic‘s'”bsaic anxlety"” deriving
frorm the fesling of being isolatad in & hostlle world, i is not hard
to ses a parsllel to this in the 3telinist plcture of Russie as an
isolated fortress of socislia basgbgeé on all sides by sn angry host
of eapitaliat states bent on closinsg in upon it snd destroying 1t at
the first convenlent opuortunily; here we have the farllisr doctrine

of the "eapitalist encirclerent.” Although on the surface this is

& Xhiﬁn; Pse 199,
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sy 1declosicsl construction rather than & paycholosicsl attitude,
the trerendous tenseity with which it has been clung to in the face
of events en’ facts vhich go to invalldate it points to the nesd for
2 pesycholosicsl interpratation. On the one hand, we find thr ¢t the
sntire war-:time exverience of Russ'an alllance with two mighty "cae
pitalist™ astetesz, the Mnited States erd Jrest Britain, failed to une
seat the bellel in a bostlile capitclist encirclerent, which re- mars
ged In S0 let writings &s soon as the war wss over. On the other
hand, we find t-is sa e belle” bein’ ragintained years later in the
face of an entirely new set of fects which clearly called for sons
rodificstion of 1t. In Aug:s%, 1951 the theoretical organ of the
Soviet Com unist Perty, Bolshevik, reported that resders were sug-
geatinz in letfers to tha editor that it waas no longer justiried to
snesk of o ”capitélist encirclement” In view of the fact that the
TaFaZaP e was now btordered larzsly Yy countries with Com unist re-

gimes. Such a view, rerlled this suthoritetive volee of Stelintism, CPYRGHT

sntirely nist-ken: "Leriain coprsdes have erronec . sly construed
cPYRGHT z

the estsblishrert of 8 veoplets-deroeratic syster in = nurbter of cound
CPYRGHT

tries tLordering on the T.5.5.H. 88 liquidating the ca2pitalist en-

circlesrent. %vidently, theze cormrades have looked upon the saritslisy CPYRGI

snclrclerent as & puirely geographical conception, which is, of coursaJ CPYRGI

entirely wrong."s| In Janoary, 1953 this game journsl, now published

CPYRGHT
under & new nere, made the still more striking staterent that CPYRGHT

[lorg as cspitelis. rezeins in the principsl capitelist countries, it CPYRGHT

[Wwould Be wrong to encask of the ilquidation of the capitalist encircled CPYRGK

«m A1l this pointe to the conclusion thet the concert of =

CPYRGHT
ko %ﬁlﬁh“ik; 0 lég 1951; Tre 61:

ik &‘Bmu!'}iatp Ho. 2’ 1‘353, T lgs
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capitalist encirclement fulfills certain powsrful paychological
needs rooted deep in the Stalinist mentality.

Sscondly, the nesurctic's conception of the world as the srena
of 8 atrusgle ef 8ll against 21l 19 the foundation of Staliﬁism ag
& pvhiliosorhical cresd. ?hé Stalinist nmind views strugzle and war-
fare as the rost fundarental ené cervasive stiridate not only of
human existeice but of the universe lteelfl, vhich it sess an opera-
ting according to the dislectical law of thas "strugzle of oppoaites.”
History is seon =a revolving eround the strugzle of clssses. The
Saviet_gnien is pictured as locked in mortal corbat with the fopces
‘or aaéitaliam in consequence of 1ts hiastoric nission ss the "first
shock-brigade™ in the modern-day class strugrle bestween the prole-
tariat and the bourgeolsie. Ths notion of atrugile as the essence
of 1ife livewise pervades the Stalinist Irage of the world beyond
the Soviet borders as s tissue of “"contradictions® pitting not only
class against cless and group sgainst grour In sach individusl coun-
try but 2lso colonles azainst metrovolitan countries snd each metro-
politan countr; agsinst all others. And even inside the supnosedly
monolithic Soviet soclety, the Stelinist mind sees development na
rroceedin: through "noneantegonistic contradictions” which neverthe-
less necessitste a never-ending ”strngglevaf the new against the
cld.* The Simidouiws,

ocbsesslion with the notion of werlfers ard atrug-
gle is the source of Stalinism's furious reglection of every menifes-
tation of “"reforzvisr,” s philosophy which imolies thet irprovement

in huren affairs can on occasion core about by peaceful mesns.

Thirdly, the profound hostility which pernsates the neuroticts
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attitudo tousrd persons swound hinm and especlally towsrd asctusi or
potentis]l Pivals In the cor etlitive struz:le has & countergart in
the underlyinz unfriendliness op animosity toward foreign govern-
ments which ia such & fsriliar feature of the Stalinist mentality.
This is a prirary sourcs of the devicusness and secretlivoncss which
the Soviet roverument custorarily disnlays in its dealings with for-
eisn governrents snd thelr representatives. Por rensons of poliey,
exnreszsions of ani-osity have to be ke 't In check in certsin aress
of foreign relstions, such as Zoviet relations with other Com inlst
states. Howaver, as the experisnce of Tito and other foreign Commie
nist leaders haa shown, the anirosity 1tsell and the susplclion and
distrust which 1t breseds sre glways lurkine in the backaround of
thesze relations even i nuo aign of it anpears upon the surface, ¥o
such Testreint ls operative in Soviet relations with “gapltalist®
stetes except during periocds of tenorary alliance diotated by tac-
tical imperatives, such ss the reriod of the Soviet-uerm~n pact and
tha period of the war-tire cosiition with the Yostern derocraeciss.
In this sphere frec rein cer be and is given to the underlying sni-
mosity, with the result that hostility billde un to an sxplosive in-
ten2ity noainst the foreign government or governrents which happen
at any ziven tirs to he in the forefront of ouposition to Soviet no=-
licy, ss the Ynited Stntes governcent hss been in recent vears. One
izportant gorollary of this basic a7 ir0osity 18 the need to believe
that forelgn governrerts ere sctuated by an equslly deep or even
deopor animosity towerd the Soviet Union. it is therefore an unshak-
able article o the Stslinist raith that the capitslist world is
plotting the destruction of the Soviet ayster:, that the motives of

bourgsols zovernments in their dealings with Foscow sre sinister and
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hostile snd that any friendly gestures they ray make are hypocriti-
cal. This pakes 1ér¥zgarabiva for the Soviet gzovernment and people
never Lo relsx their "prevolutionary vigilance," which connotes sr at-
titude of alusys re.aining suspiclously on the lookout for machina-
tions bg'ﬁotential enerles vho ars assured to exist in every quar-
ter, includine the .5.%.H. itsalf.

vne final neurotic trait which has its counterpsrt in the Sta=-
linist mentality is the worship of matericl strength snd the profound
_faar-af belng or seeninc wesk in any respsct (one recalls in this
context the farous guestlon attributed to Stalin: “How many divi-
‘aions has the “ove ™). In internsl pollcy this attitude menifests
itgelf In o willingness to subordinste overy other corsidsration,
including the rorsle of the Soviet pecples, to the one overriding
géal of spaasing economic and military atren-th. The obsession with
strength also shows up In the vast amount of publiec sttention be-
stowed upon the Soviet sred foreces, ard 1in thoe glorilficstion of the
power and micrht of the Soviet state vhich becsre such a prominent
the e ol Sovlet propaganda writings during the postwasr years, It is
int@rasting to observe in this connection how Soviet »ropaganda found
1tsell In sorethins of 8 quandary in its "peace carmpaisn™ of rscent
Years. Al hough the "peace™ propagenda was anything but nesceful in
tone, the Soviet authorities were apuarently sfr:1d ¢ at the outside
world mizht suspect elererts of Soviet weskness behind 1t. It there-
fore becane the rale for Soviet prass articles rbout the campaizn to
wind up with en erphatic varning thet the Soviet Union's desire for
penrce was net Lo be construed se & sien of weskness or fear of wsr,
The anxious erph-sils upon this paint is 35 good fllustrstion of Stge

1linisw's need slwa. 8 to be =rd arpesr atronz. To the Stslinist men~
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tality the only formula for :ecirlty 13 overuvhelrming materisl
stren-th,

Certain broad lines of policy flow logically from the psycho-
loglcal attitudes and the image of the world dlscussed sbove. In
domestic afairs an all-out offort %o build up & position of impreg-
nable esconor:lc-military strensth ia obviously indlcated. iIn foreign
pollcy the need to core with an internationsl environnent racarded
a5 lnrlacebly hostile dictates an ageresslvely cormsetitive course of
conduct calculated to wea'en and divide Soviet Fussia's adverssriea
and sirultansously to exrsand the orbit of Soviet power and iInfluence
whenever an anvortunity to do so preosents itself. The loziesl lonpg-
range gonl of this foreicn policy is vorld hegerony, gaaniﬁg by this
e global prepondersnce of nower in terrs of torritory, QOﬂulaticn,
resources snd rilitary potentisl. ¥othing less than this would seern
to the Stalinist mentality to provide “ussaia uiﬁh effTective insursnce
ageinst votertinsl ntte:sts oi the hostlile environrent to erush and
destroy it. in other words, eatablishing predomin.nt control over
the internatlon~l environrent 18 seen ss the only rossible means of
coming to terss with it, Three pain strateries recorrend therselves
in this ceaseleas drive to better nussia‘'s relativa sosltion in the
con-etitive strugele. ®irstly, Mussia ahould encourage and support
prbmiaviet moverents and other oprositional tendencies in foreig:
atste% &84 their de endencles so as to weaken these states es much
88 possibls sand keep the: off balsnce. fecondly, 1t should endeavor
to exploit ans accentuste the discords between opronent-atatos 80 a8
to obstruet the from joining forces against 1t. And thirdly, it
shaﬁlﬁ seek whenever possibls to incorsorate neishboring countries

or terrlitories within the Soviet orbii so ss to bring s& greater and
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greater srea of the hostile inter:atlonsl environnent under control.
e m2y call these thres lives of zetion the stretegles of herassrent,
divislor an’ exnanslion. Fop eath 0 the strstezles the Comrunist
1deology provides an elaborste doctrinsi rationglizstion., The atrae
tegy of heressrent is rationslized as “support for the foreizn pro-
letsriet and its class orgs fzations in the strugzle to reslize their
lezitirate derande, snéd for the netionsl-1ibveration struzgle of the
oporesse’ ven-les in the colonial resr of {rrerislisr.” The stra-
tegy of division is ratiorclized ir teirs of "econtredictione rending
the cermp of furerialist rowers.” And the strategy of expansion finds
1declogica” jfustifleation in tre sreposition that the Soiet Unioen,
€8 the base ard horelond of g wo:lé-wida rroletarian revelution, must
give its suprort to other peoples in their "rsvblutionary struzzle
for 1liherstior from irrerirlist bon’sze.” Mm ¥iewed throurh the bi-
noculers of rarxist-Leninist doectrine, ti e expending neriphery of
Soviet power apears as the outward arowth of the world revolutlion.
¥lth reference to the strategy of sxpsnsion, the guegtion arises
&8s o the methods which appear to the Stalinist rentality as féasiblo
f>r the purpose of extending “oviet control over neirhrorine coun-
triu& an’ ferritorfes. “he internatione: snvirgnment, cs un’have
soid, 18 regriaed as irplacably hostlle. However, it is 9l80 regar-
ded &8s terridvly powerful and dengerous. Therelore the conatent quest .
for o portuniti-s of Soviet expansion 1is corbined with r certoin sle-
mentary tneticel esuticn in the nrenlin lest BNy reckless sgoressive
att on its msrt mbilize ~'1 the rotenti=litice of the capitsiist en-
cireler et for destructive sction ans bring down cetastro hic consee
quences uron the Sovist Mnion. &n open act of Soviet arrsé EZETe8-

slor, regrrdless of how successlul in attaining its irrediste ob jec-
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tive, would upset the atrategy of division znd brinz shout the slways
feared prosvect of a showdown with s solic rhaisnx of capitaliat
rovers ren-~cd ageinst Yussie. This tends to irvese s limitation
uton the reens which the Soviet goverrrent is villing to erploy to
effectinte the atratery of exvsnslor, “talinlam's recernition of
this liritetion 1s reflected in its foreula of "penceful cosxig-
tence™ of the two orposing svaterc, "o the Stelirist mentality
"~escef 1 coexistencs® dres not rear th-t the tvo worlds can live
together in smity, but mersiy thet totnl war should be excluded B8 8
e n8 of resolvins the conflict between them, all lesser mears being
lesitirate, In fact, "reacsful cce#iataﬂce” is the Stalirist euphe-
misr: for the state of no-wsr-no-nesce which the West hes coined the
rhrase "cold war® to describde.

Althouch these considerstions rilitate sznrinst a sudden "ad-
venturist™ move of & military neture which would risk all the for-
tunea 2nd gains of the Soviet recire on one whirl pf the wheel of
chance, they do not ryle out varfous roves of a rore limited charace
ter in the rursuit of the atrater- of exnancion. One kind of rove of
this descrition which eprenls poverfully to the Stelinist mind is
the war "y proxy in whirh the Soviet "rion adopts the ~oss of a noue
trel pover vhile Corrunist-led forces subservisnt to it battle for
control of new territory. The classic exarple of sach an cﬂeratioﬁ
ie, of couree, the war in “oren. Secondly, opportunities for Soviet
exransion rresent themselves whenever there is any internationslly
scceptrble sxcuze for ths Soviot Union to move its srred forces into

nelzhborin~ countries, 23 there was in the final phase of the defest
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of Germany in 194L. In situations of this kind the strategy of ax-
vansion dietates the use ol every posslible rmeans of nerpstuating Sov-
iet control over ths occupied ter:ltories, the nost con:on means
beln: the orgspization of Communist-dominated punpet reglmes through
which control ean bs exercised fvdirectly evern if the Sovist OCCUD B~
tion forceas are eventuslly withérﬂwn. So long as Soviet poliey
operates within the outer limits of caution raferred to above, the
poes bilities of ex:'ansion are brosadly limited to these two types

of aetlon. There are, however, exceptional situstions in which tech-
nicues of interacrl subwevsion csan accorplich the nurpose without an
outright military occupation {Czechoslovakia) or in which native
Cormunlst movements succesd in cavturling control of countries by
largely independent militery sction {(Yuzoslavia and China}. 48 the
Tito affuir has shown, cases of the latter type pose for the Sovist
rezime the new and disturbing prablén of consolidating and per.e-
tueting 1ts control over the victorious native Cormmunlat movemont.
Technijues ol Infiltration are used to buttress the ties of ideclo-
Zical alleglance ts5 the Soviet Tnion.

Surveyling the postwar course of Soviet policy in the light of
this inter retzstion of its movini: 8 rings, we can understand to be-
<in with that t-e opportunitles for expansion imnlicit in the 3oviet
occucation of Xagbtsrn and Enst-Centrel Eurone were irresistibly at-
tractive to the Ttelinist mentslity, es ecielly ir conjunction with
the 1lrnediste postwer weskness of the rezires in tester: Turope and
the srecizitats vithérawsl of /merlcan srmed zight. 4g Stalin im-
Plled by his soeech of Febru-ry 9, I9k6, in which ke cherted an in-
terrzl poliey of concertrstion on buliding up Russia’s‘military-aco~

norlc potentlal, 1t wes understooc’ in Kresllr circles thst Soviet
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sxpansion was incompatible with continued good rslations with the
western democracies. However, the Stalinist mind could sse no ner-
ticular -isadvantage In & break with the -est becnuse, 88 we have
sugzested, 1t ssaured th-t in any event the resl attitude of the
Caatern nowers toward Tusslis wns ot bottom ercoked, rmalevolent gqnd
sell~seekins., 3ince no sricunt of Soviet "good behavior™ could ale
ter this bamic fact, the only logical course for the 3Soviet govern-
mer . to teke weg, In this view, to seize the initiative and cornsoli-
caete 1ts position in the duel for oower whirh would m Iinexorably
ererge becsuae it wes in the nsture of tiings that 1t should. The
develoning crisis of East-west relations found fresh foesl voints
in the countries subjiscted to a divided ocecupation (derrmsny, Austris
and Koreej}. The Stalinist nower reflex operated here ss in coun~
tries wholly occupled by Soviet forces, with the result that tempo-
rary bounderies of military occurstion 2ones hsrdened into cussi-per-
mane t lines of naptition. Far fror conterleting an sventinl withe
drawal of Zoviet power fror thesze gdyvance outrosts, Stelinist thin-
king wss dorinated by the ides of enm-loying ther--especlially kasi
dermany snd North Koree--ss wedges for the incor orstlion of the re-
mainine parts of the rartitioned countries In its power systen., As
the infiti«l roves ir this pattern of Soviet exvansion worked them-
selves put, the inevitable 2igns of western hostile reasction (Chur~
chillts Fulton s eech, for sxsmrnle) were geized uvon In Yoscow =28
eviéenea:ﬁhat the Western sttitude towsrd Tigsie had been hostile
from the very beginning, end Hoviet propagznda unloosed its carvaign
of vitriolie recrimin-tion agrinst the estern powsrs wvhich ir so
msny wsys set the tone of the postuar veriocd, Hostllity end tension

mounted in the pattern of & vicious circle mentloned above.
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buring the criticel yesrs of 19L6 and 1947 there appears to
heve toker place in the “re-lin & momertous re~assessrent of the ene
tire Internationsl situetion in the light of -ostwar developmenta.
Hollectinr on tha westword advance of Soviet power into the heart of
turons, the temnorsry dissvpesrsance of Gerrany and Japen frorn the
ranks of the powars, the instability of the postiar governeonts in
continental -estern Yurone, the unforeseen soriousness of the econo-
mic disorganizetion of the Turo-esn sconomy as s result of the war
and of the detachrent of East Furovearn rescurcaes [rom it, ths wide-
- 8arread Terr ert snd unreat in Asia leadinz to the disintegretion of
ruropesn colonlsl ernnires ard the weokenin-, in verticular, of the
Sritish rcesfition in wepld effairs, the Stalinist lendershin reached
the eonclusion thst the tire for a declision in the long-range Kussian
bld for a globel rreronderence of power wes &lready at hen-, contrary
to the orevicus emssurmtion thet 14 would core st some irdefinits
point In the future. The fect that such & re-assessrent did occour
was most clesrly demonstretecd by the theoreticel sttack laurched in
¥ay, 1947 sgainst the desn of Krerlin economists, Fugene Vargs, who
had nredicted, on the basis of sn unus:ally erpirical-minded inves-
tigetlion carried out durine and irmediately eft&r the war, thet ths
capitallset syate: contsinad the preregiisites or ot lsast a decade
- of "relative atebilizetlon" efter the vecond worlcd wer. Varzats
rather corplacent piet 're of the 2low steady meprch of & socielist
ecenordce revol tior which would in die time orevall throuchout vost
of the world wss thrust aolds, and in its place apneared the Stnline
is£ apocalyptie vision of & life-andedeath strurle betueen two ore
posing world car s eeﬁtarad respectively in Soviet Hussia and the
United Ststes of imeriea, The capitelist carp-~-gravely weakoned by

thﬁ war, shot through with cJomestic strife in every individusl coun~
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try, bssel by inzscluble econoric problers nnd wallowing in inter-
capitrlist contredictions--wans objectively 4ncepsble of sulling it-
selfl together and bringing about a new reriod of "reletive capitalist
stabllization” compersble to th -t achisved in the nineteen twéﬁtias
~fLer the firs# torld -ar. As & result of the sscond borld War the
scsles of world power had come into even balsnee and now they were
tincirz in favour of the Soviet bloc. This appreisel called for &
maximur: offort to welrht the senles decisively in the direction they
were tipping. It dictated a policwr not of conaervetlve restraint in
forelen affalre corbined with consclidrtion of nositions slready won,
but of brirgin- relentless sggressive pressire to bear uon the in-
terational environment in order %o effect » further and radicsl irme
nroverent of the Soviet nositlon at the expense of ths rival camp.
The mnein lines of this new “talinist a praissl were visible tn hda-
novts address at the founding meeting of the Comintforr. in Septerter,
197 end in Molotovis armiverssry spesch of Noverber &, 1947,vhich
closed with the resounding cry: "dWe live in an esge when all rosds
lead to comrunisrmt®

Jut of this re-azseasment of the Interrnsticnal nosition erergsd
8 whole serlies of offenslve roves 1In Soviet forelgn policy which
were sired el her ot enlorzine the snhere of Joviet control or ha-
rassing Husclats on onentez. ‘this Insuzurated a second snd incres~
8ingly biltter peried of *ue basgic conflict, which lssted from 1vL7
until Stalirts deesth in ¥arch, 1953. Turing the early part of this
new psrioé the princinegl focus of Soviet vressure lay in surope.
Jutstandins snong its manifestatlons wers the civil wer in SGreecs,
the crsation of the Corinforr, the desperate drive to block the suc-

cess of the Turopesn sacovery rrograr, the seirure of Czechoslovekia
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and the whole ssquence of 3Sovist poliey moves in dermany culmina-
ting in the blocisde of Berlin., I the face of ever stiffening
-astern rgsisinnce, as shown in the ftl=ontic vact, rsar:arsnt, the
r1rlift and the new stability shich the ‘rerican aid progreca helped
to ecreate in uyreece, Turirey nd ¥eatern Lurcje--a resistance which
wng powerfully abetteld Ly Tito!s revolt egninst ltelinist methods
of controlling the Soviet sstellites--the Huropesn nhase of the
Soviet offensive finslly alowsd down to & virtusl he1€. Thore was,
houever, no corresponding diminution of the irpulse behind it. ‘eane
whils, the Corpmunist vietor:  in China offered a convenient opror-
tunity to shift the rain focus of expennionist pressure into bast
28in, wheve the gltuation in m=ny lands fevoured the use of the wer
by prory es the vrincipal method of Soviet expsnsion., The Asien
vhese of *the grand offensive eons to o bloody but incenclusive cli~
rax in the Soviet war br rroxy in Koren.

Stalinisrts giprere effort undertaken from 19&7 pnward to pre~
vent a new “releotive ce~ivelist stebilization® and declsively slter
: the world brclance of nower by sll rmeans short of & genersl war was a
failurs at virtuelly every key point with the notsble sxception of
{hine, where the Corpunist suceess vas 2 triumnh for Russis but hardly
2 direct profuct of Rusaian policy. 7The effort 4id, however, gene-
rats an enoryous amount of internstlional tenslion and set in motion
certnin processes which adversely affected the Soviet position.
These werc the endeavors of countries o:tslde the orbit of Soviet
control bat inside *the for lerger orbit of “ovist arbltion and animo-
sity to set their affsirs to order, strencthen therselves and band

torather in defensive corlitions like the Atlantlc and Tslkan pacts
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¢ schemes {or econoric integr:tion like the vuropesan coal-steel
comminity. This mesnt thrt ever In the ebsence of o ge eral war

the differsnt Yesic slerents of the “talinigt strstegy hed core in-
to motiel eenriiﬂt, Yore specifically, the ruthless ~ursult of the
stretezles of horassment and ox-ansion had finslly 20eded the fres
world Into s nosture of anity snd strensth which mcde 1t must lass
vulnergbls than nreviously to the strategy of division. Neverthaw
lees, 80 long sg “tslin lived no dispcs’tion was wenifested In Moscow
to acknovledze thi:s fact or to revise Soviet rolicies I{n the light

of 1%, oun the e ntrar-, Stalin r2inteired st bbornly in mfm kconomie

Prcblems.gg Jociniim: in the U.S.5.R. that the contr=cdictions be-

treen the leedineg cenitelist stntes not only continued to exist but
wers "in npactice®™ ever more potent then the contradictions betveen
the two world ensros, -hat were the 1rplications of this reéarkable
steterent” In tho present writerts vieuw, “tslin was covertly arguing
hers arainst snonyrous “oviet ndvocates of » nolicy of crester re-
straint which woul” 2llow internation-1 ternsion to sibside and might
induce the fras worlé to sbandon its Zangerous new unlty. He was
gaying In effect that this urit was merely suverficis=l snd could not
lons withstand the divisive ter<ernrles irherent in the caniteliat
Syster--the unvolced inference belne thet 1t was unnecessary to re-
lleve the nressure snd reduce *he tension in order to disunite
nussistzs adversaries. “talin was thus blinine trg foct that dif-
ferent ele ents of the “t~liniast stretety had core into mutunl cone
flie* and was insistin- that the “oviet aoverrrent should wersevers
fn the nolicles which 1t had beor followine sinee 177. Although
this Interpretstion is s:eculatlive, there 1s 2 certain amount of in-

direct evidence to aupvort it, particulzrly in the Soviet ideclozicel
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wirltings of the pariod frmedlately folloving the ninetesnth Party
fongress,s Stslin's sgrreasive "shock-bricade” gs-sech at the clee
sine geasion of th e rineteenth fonsress znve no i1nklirz, coertainly,
of en intertion to decrease warld termsion, nor Md the wrole series
of noat-Con-ress events ir Moscow, iIncludin- the areseratlon for a
new Turge triel bYszed on the trurnead un "dactorst nlot.” Although
the ZSoviet covernment entarked uson no srectacular nev act of gx-
nansion during this pericd, neither was there any essins of pres-
8ure or relesse of intsrnational tension until after Stalir dled.
1t 1s particularly noteworthy in this connaction thnt the third
snniversary of the sicnin- of the 8ino-Soviet treaty ol alllsnce was
markaed by the nublication in Travds of an article by Mao Tae-tung
iIn which he »romised that the war in Korea wouléd be wazed on for
Years 1f necessary until the winning of "cormlete victaéy.”%&

The death of Stalin ecame at n tire of crisis of the postwar Stg-
linist forelgr nolliey. The actlons toicen fror 1917 on hod feiled to
achieve -« rodicsl elteration of the world balance of nower in favour
of the Soviet bloc but d14, or the other hand, produco » situstion
in which further efforsts *to renii-e this beld deslsn wers fraucht
with great danger to the continued mnintenance of formel nesce be=
tweén the Soviet ™mion ard the lestern coslition. There wore Indi-
cations that the orisis was spperent to sors rore renlistic minds in
Hoscow and thet thev hsd advoeated--without 8 .ceesa-~the iden of
calling 2t least s ternorary helt te.the r-rch of “oviet exronszion
80 25 %to allow the war danger *o = baide and encourere the Yestern
# Se¢ rerticularly the article by N, Chesnokov ir Forrunist, 1953,

Fo. 2, on Stelin's s-sach at the nineteonth Conpress.

w4 Pravda, Feb. 1L, 1953. Ses alzo the leadinz srticle in the 1ssue
ABDrovell FoiReidise2bb/06/0Ye EmmmimPS3:00428R001204080808:btat Lon.
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coalitlon to drift spart. Sone of the forelgn policy moves teken
in roscow since Yarch of 1953 lend therselves to interpretation on
the hypothesls that this "resllistic” assessment reveiled among the
new ™ilers of Fussis onre Stalin wgs out of the way., The reversal
of Stallirist pélxcy in XKores implicit in the speedy conclusion of an
ariziasties on N ter. s after Stalln dled would L1t in with such an in-
terﬁrétatian, 28 woil: & nurber of other stews trken to reduce ten-
sion. on this hynotheslia, the nresent nerlod would constitute a
1ull in the b=slec conllics, 8 res - ite ullowed hHv the now Soviet les~
dershin whils 1t corncontrates unon intern~) affaz2ira anc upon the
congcllidation o intermaticon:l positicns slready won, hatever ita
duration, 1* would reo resent no rore thuan » ¢hinze of tactics, lea-
vine the long-range roal of Soviet Jovel~r polley unchinged end the
setrstenicn for 1te nchieveront unirpaired.

*hile 'here ia ne “irm eviderce %o sudrort e rore hopeful ine
termretat fon of Husslian foreign pollicy after Utellin, *he possibllity
that tire w11l bring a des er chenge, & chense nol rmerely of pece
but of dircction, should net be doerztleally ruled ocut., The ansly-
sis vresented here sugpests that the driving forces bebind the basle
covTiict betuser Soviat Tais8sis and the " estern demoerscles have been
gubfective in origin,. Stsliniss's cortier offevsive agsinst the
fres world wos not sirnly an effort to »rorote tv neationel or lm-
=ari- 1l Interest: of Tussia 83 s greot porer, 8lthouh elerents of
natlonal sell-irtareat were prowminet in it. Yor, on tha other hand,
was it 7 messi nic ausst 4o sctu-lize an 1deslogical irage of the
world, sithough 1deslozie~l constructlons hsve andeibtedly nleyed &
part in the deterzin-tion end esreclally in the forrulatlion of Soviat‘

rolley. 1t reprezente, in a deoper sense, the tra:slation inte
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forslgn policy of the enirosities, arbitions snd obsessions charsce
terlstic of e neurotlic nersonelity. This focuses sttention upon the
perscnriitios of the ren in pover in “ussie both before snd after
~talin'sz desnth, and sphnnces the poter tlel Ircortance of shifte in
the locus of “ower within the Zoviat hlerarchy. 1t secms highly
probeble that stalin, who wielded utoerstlc pover In Husslis for
dpwards of tuo decades, furnished the princinel irspiretion for the
neurotic thenorenon which we have erlled the Stalinist mentality,
slthouzh the meterinsls u on which he bullt were provided by history,
The mentality cen survive the rsn and 1ive on in the nolicies of
blas successors, whose hahits of aal;tiral thought, after all, were
forred and molded very largely under 3Stalin's personsl i-rfluerce.
devertholess, the »n8s3ing of 3telin may have o~ened up possibilities
which did no% exist vhile he lilved “or s chnze in the mind of
Jtaliniar.

3uch a chanpe would pean 1n esaence that the Judgrents, deli-
berations ans acti#ms of the mes In power in “us3te woild no longer
be dominnted by & patholavicsl naycholo:y. The evolutior sway from
this psyechologr wWoild be manifested, firatlr, 1n 3 drastic cecline
of the interse and pervasive hostllity which aNpesars tc be the dse-~
vest mark of the spirit of Stslinism; secondly, in = fundawentsl re-
lexatlon of th agzressive pressure 22 inat the Internetional snvi-
ronnent which sters =8 a streteglc necess ty “ror this hostlliity;
ent thirdly, in » loosenin: of the corpulsive rigldity of Stelinist
thinkln- &nd behavior, which altirateoly derives fro: the 88L:6 3OUrce.
The relexctlion of sgeressive pressure would not then e 2 mers tae-

ticel ranccuvre. It woule gimnify the shanconpent. of the convietion
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that the only way io come to terys with the internastiorel environ-
ment is to secure control over i¢, the aban’oment, Ir othor words,
of the drive %o dorinate tho vopld, The basic conflict which the
drive for worl’ domination has ge srate” wi :1d conseguently te d to
ggnsiﬁg, Sueh an evolutior vouald not be marizod by any d&rovatic
aﬁﬂﬁgnag-e-t of 1de~loricel herecsy, althouzh the resultant looseu=
1n% 5} Sfalinist rigidity +ould very nrobebly lead to chrnges in
the i'orlogicel 8 here =23 well ags in others (as the exarple of
neat-5¢nlinist Yugoslavis shows). dor would it produce any sudden
cegire o the rart of the Soviet leadersir to withdraw fror forelgn
affatyrs 1r o a vosition of natlion~l 1lsclestlon. Oun the contrary,
tre concent of rusglat's interests as a great power with nenifold
noeltione to defernd ard cleirs o esgsert in forelrn affalrs would
core te the fore for fﬁe'first tire se the driving force behinrd

coviet Torelgr vollcy. in Vview of the present reograshicsl spread

‘of #ussler powver and Influence, this resns thet very many thorny

fasues would rersin to be resolved, Mowever, with the s bsiding of
the underlying hasic cornfliet vwhich has lmpartsd to all these lssuss
# profoundly mealignsnt charsecter, they would no longer be imperviocus

to the devices of ranson snd the resources of diplorscye.
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